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between the laws of a state permitting preferences, and one 
which forbids them. A large portion of the chapter headed 
"The lex loci in its application to assignments," is given up to 
a discussion of this subject. 

The general powers of the assignee are fully and clearly 
treated, but somewhat more might have been said on the 
question of the extent to which the assignee may conduct the 
business of the assignor. 

While much new matter has been added to this edition the 
size of the book has been decreased by using smaller type and 
by increasing the size of the type page. It cannot be said, 
however, that the appearance of the page has been improved 
by the process. Albert B. Weimer. 



Syphilis in the Innocent (Syphilis Insontium). Clinically 
and Historically Considered, with Plan for the Legal Con- 
trol of the Disease. By D. Duncan Bulkley, A.M., M.D. 
New York: Bailey & Fairchild. 1893. 

The scope and character of this work are well stated in the 
following extracts from the introduction : 

"Syphilis is not essentially a venereal disease. It has been 
too frequently regarded as being only such, and consequently 
some of its important features have been overlooked. Many 
able writers described well its clinical history, pathology and 
treatment, as also its connection with prostitution; but the 
element of its non-venereal character, in many instances, has 
been relatively little considered, and no full presentation of the 
subject has ever been made. In the present essay the attempt 
is made to consider only this single aspect of the malady, 
namely its innocent occurrence and the modes of infection 
whereby it is innocently acquired by means wholly uncon- 
nected with the venereal act." 

"Clinical records, more or less complete, are given of one 
hundred and sixteen original personal cases of extra-genital 
chancres, a greater number than has ever before been reported 
by any observer in the United States." 

"A table has been prepared exhibiting the location of over 
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9000 extra-genital chancres, which have been collected from 
the items given in the Analytical Bibliography." 

"Another table, as complete as possible, gives the epidemics 
of syphilis which have occurred from the year 1577 to the 
present time; this contains data relating to over 100 epidemics, 
great and small, affecting over 3000 victims, in addition to the 
many instances where no definite statistics were given." 

Not the least important chapter of this work is that entitled : 
" Prophylaxis — Hygiene and Medico-legal Considerations — 
Plan for the legal control of syphilis." 

After showing from statistics the dangerous and far-reaching 
effects of this disease which counts its victims by thousands, 
more deaths being ultimately caused by syphilis than by small- 
pox, while the injury to health and interference with life-work 
are much greater in the former than in the latter, the conclusion 
is reached, which, as it seems to us, cannot successfully be 
contradicted, that syphilis should be placed, like other 
contagious diseases, under the control of the health authori- 
ties. The need of this seems certainly as urgent as in the 
case of consumption, which, we believe, has recently been 
made the subject of legal regulations in the State of Michigan. 
The author's argument upon this question seems to us most 
forcible and will repay a careful perusal. We should be in 
favor of proceeding even further than our author in this mat- 
ter of restrictive regulation and make it a felony knowingly 
to transmit syphilis. 

We commend the work to all who are interested in the 
subject of the public health as a valuable contribution to the 
literature upon this important subject. 

Marshall D. Ewell, M. D. 

The Kent Law School of Chicago. 



Parliamentary Tactics or Rules of Debate. Arranged 
by Harry W. Hoot. New York: The Scientific Pub- 
lishing Company. 

This is a concise and handy little treatise which is so arranged 
that the chairman of any meeting holding the same in his 



